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Kenneth Hetge adJ
AUG 1 5 2016
City Council Candidate 2016 o
Ulty of 1ehachapi
333 S. Dennison Rd. #65, Tehachapi CA 93561

City Council Members Nixon, Smith, Grimes, Wiggins & Wahlstrom August 15, 2016
City Attorney, Mr. Thomas Schroeter

City Manager, Mr. T. Greg Garret

California Fair Political Practices Commission

Kern County Elections Department
RE: Complaint against the City of Tehachapi and certain City Employees

The City of Tehachapi has allowed and continues to allow their Community Outreach Coordinator
(Executive Position reporting directly to the City Manager) to make disparaging comments toward a
single candidate who has filed all legal instruments to run for one of the two open City Council positions
on the November ballot.

The disparaging comments were made and continue to be made on a Public Face Book Page called
“Tehachapi for Wal-Mart" and began simultaneously with the formal closing of the filing process for City
Council on August 11, 2016, and required paperwork being submitted and accepted by the City of
Tehachapi. Ironically, no public or formal announcement of the candidate’s information has been
provided to the community so any information on the campaign efforts of any candidate could have
only been discussed internally by City Staff.

The essence of the Community Outreach Coordinator position and the knowledge of this specific person
holding said position as promoted in the community, creates an immediate tie to the City of Tehachapi
and implies the disparaging comments are condoned by the City.

The City of Tehachapi does have an internal "Social Media Policy", however has failed to recognize any
such comments made by any person holding a high visibility position such as the Community Outreach
Coordinator, if either in support of or disparaging to a potential candidate for elected office, will have
undisputed consequences on the outcome of a small town, local election. This position, which
continues to promote disparaging commentary in a non-partisan election is viewed by the public as
speaking on behalf of the City of Tehachapi.



The Facebook page in question is currently viewed by 950 individuals in our community, which currently
has roughly 4,000 registered voters. Disparaging commentary against anyone, while coming from a
City Employee of immediate recognition, could create a bias that no candidate could overcome.

I urge this City Council, Kern County and the California Fair Political Practices Commission to take
immediate and decisive action against the City of Tehachapi for allowing their employees to involve
themselves in the electoral process.

s

Kenneth R. Hetge

Sincerely,

Candidate for City Council 2016, City of Tehachapi
(661) 822-2827 business

(805) 508-3912 cell

Attachments: 5 pages
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